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Context  

UAS4EUROPE has welcomed the initiative of the European Commission (EC) to create a 

European Innovation Agenda (EIA) since the very beginning, and is keen to further contribute 

to its successful implementation. In response to Commissioner Gabrielõs initiative to 

establish a single market for European innovation, UAS4EUROPE published an open letter  to 

the Commissioner on 29 April 2021, highly appreciating the Commissionerõs invitation for 

consultations on the implementation of the EIA and presented its Innovation Action Plan, 

which delivers concrete recommendations on th e realisation of the EIA, on  8 October 2021. 

In the following months, the UAS4EUROPE innovation expert group remained active in the 

consultation process leading up to the publication of the EIA on 5 July 2022.  

This paper is delivered in the context of the publication of the Renewed European Innovation 

Agenda on 5 July 2022 and prior the Council Conclusions on the European Innovation Agenda, 

expected to be adopted by national research ministers on 2 December 2022.  

At the EIAõs centre are the five flagships on improving access to finance, increasing use of 

regulatory sandboxes and public procurement, accelerating and strengthening European 

innovation ecosystems, attracti ng deep tech talent and improving  policy support to Member 

States. UAS already contribute to the implementation of at least three of these flagships, 

namely on connecting innovation ecosystem actors within and across regions, fostering the 

talent of tomorrow through practice -based research and training, and the set -up of 

experimentation spaces for students and start -ups.  

While the EIA aims to maintain and further  promote Europe as a global innovation leader, 

UAS play a unique role in the European innovation sphere. Not only do they train the talent 

of tomorrow by challenge -based research and training, but they actively act as 

intermediaires or interconnectors of i nnovation actors within and beyond their regions.  

This paper displays how UAS already contribute to fosteri ng innovation in Europe and serves 

as a basis for constructive engagement for the implementation of the EIA.  

 

 

 

https://uas4europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Open-letter-to-Commissioner-Gabriel-on-the-establishment-of-a-European-Innovation-Area.pdf
https://uas4europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/UAS4EUROPE-Innovation-Action-Plan.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13437-A-New-European-Innovation-Agenda/F3257803_en
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